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The intimate Chiellerie gallery—aka the
Hangplek voor Kunstenaars—is the city’s

newest nightspot.

HANG THE DJ, AN
LONG LIVE THE ARTIST

By Marinus de Ruiter

Just after its move from Amsterdam West
to the city centre last March, the Chiel-
lerie-the low-key art gallery led by Chiel
van Zelst—made a noticeable statement
by putting a big sign on its front door say-
ing ‘Hangplek voor Kunstenaars' (‘artists’
hangout’). It quickly became the gallery's
chief nickname.

‘With a name like this you can stir up
the artistic tendencies in people,’ says
Van Zelst. ‘This place immediately
became approachable, and a lot of spon-
taneous responses came in from artists
all over who wanted to show their work.'

Van Zelst's gallery already had a low
threshold for artists because of its exhibi-
tion schedule. ‘Every weekend we have
an artist of the week," he says, ‘and every

first weekend of the month there's a
group show, hosted by a curator of the
month. The exhibitions are in a pretty
wild and random order, and
[include] all kinds of art forms.'
Performer Saskia te Dorsthorst is
artist of the week this weekend, and she's
used the opportunity to act as curator and
invite some artist friends for a group show,
What's Your God? ‘I've known Chiel for
three years now, since just before he start-
ed the Chiellerie,’ she says. ‘He's able to
realise good projects with a low budget.’
Van Zelst says, ‘I see myself as a visu-
al-art jockey—mixing art instead of
records.” But although he compares him-
self to a DJ, isn't his game.
‘Integrating DJs into presentations has
become so common in the last ten years,’
he says. ‘It seems that even when I'm buy-
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ing underwear these days there are DJs
playing. Our place is free of them.’

But don’t think the Hangplek is a
sterile space
meant to quietly muse upon a set of pho-
tographs over a glass of white wine.
‘This place is definitely meant as a meet-
ing point for artists,” Van Zelst assures
me. ‘Our bar is open, and people can talk
and expand their network. Many of our
weekly visitors are not related to the
artists at all. They like to be surprised.
they're

where the audience is

And sometimes enthusiastic,
sometimes not.’

Open from five to ten in the evenings,
the Hangplek has become a part of the
city’s nightlife. Despite being DJ-free, it
gave a presentation at the Nachtcultuur-
prijs award ceremony during the
DJ-friendly Amsterdam Dance Event. It
came in second for the prize, behind new
magazine LFTFLD.

The Hangplek voor Kunstenaars is a
uniquely personal place. Chiel van Zelst
has a past in the squatters’ movement,
and has organised art events in squats.
‘Ten years ago I started doing similar
things in Vrieshuis Amerika on the
Oostelijke Handelskade, which was
torn down in 2000. At the Vrieshuis a lot
of things were going on at once, and it
was the model for other similar places,’
he explains.
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But putting on shows in large build-
ings means endless discussions, he says.
‘With the Hangplek, I didn't have to antici-
pate anything; I just started doing it. I like
the idea of not putting all the activity in
one building, but spreading it across the
city, with studios and galleries in kitchens
and attics everywhere, Cities like Berlin
and New York have proved this can make
things more pleasant for the artists, the
organisers and the audience.’

Making Amsterdam a more pleasant,
less stiff place is a goal Saskia te
Dorsthorst can identify with. In her Hang-
plek show this weekend, she'll show new
textile work, but also act as hostess, as
she usually does. In that role, Te d
Dorsthorst is in a class of her own: she
dresses in self-made attire based on vari-
ous Dutch traditional costumes.

With every playful variation comes a
different personality. ‘When I come into :
the room in my costumes, people often
burst out laughing, which is exactly my 8
intention,” she says. ‘For example, as
kaasmeisje, | carry a portable bar, from >4
which I serve cheese and fish.' '

These days traditional costumes ate
worn only in a couple ofmnallcormmm_n-
ties, mostly by elderly women, and Te
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1\3 Do:sthom. perfonmnce mﬁst Emi-
ly Buttle, photographer Maria Morales,
video artist Timothy van Vliet and concep-
views on the divine through new and exist-
ing works in this weekend’s exhibition,
What’s Your God?. Te Dorsthorst mm_
chose these artists because of the er
and dedication visible in their work.

Those are 1mportant criteria for Van




